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Friday 18th September 2020 

 

Re: News and updates (3) 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I am really pleased with the way children are coming into school under our new COVID 

arrangements and I would like to thank you for your support.  It would help us all to stay 

protected if, from now on, all adults wear a face covering or mask at drop-off and pick-up. 

 

The Friends of Tetherdown are looking at ways to sell second-hand PE kits.  We are aware 

that our suppler Stephensons, is struggling to keep up with demand.  Please look out for 

further information on how the second-hand PE sale will be managed. 

 

And finally before the reminders, a big thank you to Mia and Isobel in Year 4 who held a 

cake sale recently and raised over £30:00 which they very kindly donated to the school – 

well done! 

 

Reminders: 

• Please wear a face covering at drop-off and pick-up.  Parents may enter the 

playground at the end of the day to pick up children and to have a brief catch-

up with the class teacher.  Parents coming on to the Junior Playground 

(Y5-6) must please stay nearest the wall seating area and not cross the 

red line.  Teachers will dismiss Independent Traveller children first before 

releasing those children waiting to be picked up. 

• Children will no longer be able to change their school dinner preference 

before the half term break.  School meal preference change requests are 

accepted online TWICE termly ONLY, at half term and the end of term. Meal 

preference changes will no longer be accepted outside of these times. You 

will be notified via ParentMail when you can next register your school meal 

preference ready for Autumn 2 which starts on Monday 2nd November 2020. 

If you miss the change request window, the next opportunity to change your 

child's meal preference will be at the end of Term. 

• On PE days children may wear PE kits or suitable sports clothing.  Trainers 

for the day are entirely suitable and encouraged. 

• Free School Meals – We are mindful that family circumstances may have 

changed for some families due to the Coronavirus (COVID-10) pandemic. If 

you did not previously qualify for free school meals but your income has 

reduced or stopped due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic you may 

now qualify. To find out if you do meet the eligibility criteria please click here.  

o Please note: All pupils in state-funded primary schools who are in 

Reception, Year one or Year two are entitled to ‘universal’ free school 

meals (whether their families receive qualifying benefits or not). This is 

not the same as ‘Free School Meals’ (FSM). Pupils that are eligible 

for free school meals receive additional funding called ‘Pupil Premium.’ 

In our school if your child is entitled to Free School meals, you get 
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financial support with other aspects of school life not just the free 

school meal. If you apply and are eligible even if at some point your 

circumstances change and you are no longer eligible for the actual free 

school meal – your child will receive the Pupil Premium funding 

(managed by school) for six years.  Which means additional support 

can continue for the next 6 years. (or, whilst your child is at our school). 

 

Parents’ Evening Consultations and SEND Open Door Consultations (via TEAMS) 

Online bookings will open via school interviews on Sunday, 20th September at 7pm when 

you will receive a ParentMail with the active link to make a booking. 

 

Managing COVID related symptoms / illness 

 

Public Health Haringey and I would like to take this opportunity to fully clarify what should 

happen if there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, as per Government 

guidance.  The updated information below came out on 17 Sept 2020.   

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this information and for your continuing support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

T. Woodward 

Headteacher 
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Symptoms of COVID-19: 
 

Most children/adults will have at least one of the three main symptoms of coronavirus, 

which are: 
• High temperature – this would be a temperature of 37.8 degrees or above 
• New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, 

or 3 more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if the person usually has a cough, 

this would be worse than normal) 
• Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 

 

Children/staff displaying any of the three main symptoms, will be sent home 

immediately and must start 10-day self-isolation.  It is important that anyone with one of 

the main symptoms receives a test and we ask that you inform the school as soon as 

possible of the outcome negative or positive.  Where we receive a positive test result, we 

will take further action (such as isolating the bubble and close contacts). 

 

Suspected cases: 

Household members should start isolating for 14 days – this is because it can take 14 

days for symptoms of the virus to appear.  The household should only stop self-isolating 

if the child/staff having symptoms, has had a negative test.  

 

If a child/staff does not get tested, we would still expect them to self-isolate for 10 days if 

they have been symptomatic. If the child/staff does receive a test, and this is negative, the 

child/staff and their household can stop self-isolation and the child/staff can return to 

school immediately. 

 

The child’s bubble can continue going to school during this time and should only be sent 

home if there is a positive test result from someone within their bubble.  This means, that 

although we may have several children in a class at home unwell, we cannot take 

any further action until we know the test result. This is why getting tested is crucial.  

 

Confirmed cases: 

If a child has been confirmed positive, the bubble which that child was in, will need to 

start self-isolation for 14 days. ‘Close contacts’ of the child/staff would also need to start 

self-isolation for 14 days. 

 

A close contact is: 

• Household contacts: overnight contacts/ people who spend significant time in the 

same household as a person who has tested positive 

• Face-to-face contacts: Having been within 1 metre of someone who has tested 

positive, including: being coughed on, having a face-to-face conversation, or 

having skin-to-skin physical contact, or any contact within 1 metre for 1 minute or 

longer without face-to-face contact (unless a person was protected by PPE) 

• A person who has been between 1 and 2 metres for more than 15 minutes with 

someone who has tested positive (unless a person was protected by PPE) 

• A person who has travelled in a small vehicle or on a plane near someone who 

has tested positive 

 

A test should only be booked by children or staff in the bubble IF symptoms appear. 

Children / staff can return to school after 14 days should no symptoms have appeared. 

 

Households, where children in bubbles are being sent home to self-isolate, do not need 

to start 14 day self-isolation (unless they themselves start getting symptomatic of COVID). 

In essence, you only need to start self-isolation if you have been in a bubble, close 

contact, or tested positive. 
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Testing for COVID-19 
There are significant issues with the national testing system at present. This appears not 

to be a capacity issue but is related to the laboratories who carry out the analysing of the 

actual tests.  We understand and sympathise that this is frustrating for families.  According 

to national guidance, settings should not self-isolate bubbles unless there is a positive test 

result, and thus settings should continue to encourage any child/staff who is symptomatic 

of COVID-19 to get tested. 

 
The immense pressure on the current testing system is partly because residents are 

seeking tests without having symptoms compatible with COVID-19. Testing is only 

advised if a person has at least one of the three main symptoms.  The reason close 

contacts of someone testing positive are asked to self-isolate for 14 days, is because that 

is how long it can take for symptoms to appear.  If no symptoms appear, no test is needed. 

 
New updated Public Health (Haringey) guidance (17.9.2020) 

Children/staff with other symptoms such as a sore throat, headache etc. who are generally 

not feeling well enough to be in school/nursery, should not be in but kept at home till they 

feel better. These children will not need to go into self-isolation unless they have one of 

the three main symptoms. Children/staff with minor colds or sore throat symptoms who 

has no fever and feels generally well enough to be in school/nursery, should be allowed 

to come in. 
 
Updated guidance 
Shielding of vulnerable groups at high risk from COVID-19 was paused on the 1st August 

2020.  This means all children and staff can return to school and do not need to follow 

shielding advice.  Staff can go to work as long as it is COVID-secure.  For more 

information, see Government guidance on shielding here. 

 

Government Website - register a coronavirus test 

You may find this service helpful to register a coronavirus (COVID-19) test for you or 

someone else - https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/register-kit  

 

Online Learning Guidance During Isolation 

Guidance on isolation periods will be provided to you at the time (advice changes 

often).  Your child should access online learning provided by Oak National Academy at 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/. Choose the right year group (do not go outside of 

these parameters).   

 

Your child must undertake a Maths lesson, an English lesson and a Foundation 

activity.  You should devise a timetable of up to one hour per subject per day (flexible, 

dependent on age); providing a structure to the day is incredibly valuable.  Your child 

should also read daily, practise number bonds or times-tables, and if possible, keep a 

simple journal or diary to gather thoughts and feelings.  Your child's class teacher will 

make contact with you to check on progress. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/register-kit
https://classroom.thenational.academy/

